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Abstract 

In the current crisis, the emergence of the crisis (the spread of the Covid-19 disease to a 

pandemic) and the coping with the crisis (the legal restrictions and measures) appear to be 

sharply separated. The emergence of the crisis goes back to a piece or process of nature: to 

the natural reality of a virus threatening for humans. The coping with the crisis is carried 

out through governmental and societal action, which in 2020 in many countries took place 

within legal states of exception. In my contribution, I will call into question the manner in 

which the emergence of and the coping with the crisis are divided into two phases. 

The contribution contains two steps: In the first step, I will show why the emergence of the 

crisis is not only natural (and thus not only pre-active), but how natural processes and 

societal action work inseparably together. In the second step, I will outline in what way the 

phase of coping with the pandemic is not only crisis-reactive, but also crisis-productive 

(but in a different way than conspiracy stories claim): I will highlight here how in the 

process of coping, the crisis reaction turns into crisis production in such a way that societal 

or governmental action affects nature. These two steps are intended to make clear to what 

degree in the current crisis neither natural processes and social practice nor crisis reaction 

and crisis production are externally opposed to each other, but are internally connected. 
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