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Abstract 

The measures to reduce the infection rate of the Covid-19 pandemic are institutionally 

prescribed for each country. The associated risk-consequence discourse about a “non-

standard situation” refers to the importance of institutional ethical types of theory and the 

limits of individualistic ethics of responsibility. The controversial discussion regarding the 

depth of intervention in personal, economic, entrepreneurial autonomy in the crisis 

underlines the central function of ethics as theoretical reflection of morality(ies). 

Institutional action is understood as supra-individual action. The difference to 

individualistic types of ethics can be illustrated with the terminology of game theory: In the 

former, the implementation of moral norms is incumbent on the motivational decision-

making preferences of the individual. Yet in institutional ethics, the rules of the game are 

framework conditions. The ethical norms inscribed in the rules of the game are binding for 

everyone involved in the institution. An acceptability test to be carried out must assess 

whether the relevant institutions can be regarded as functional and appropriate to the 

context. Dysfunctional institutions that are historically obsolete with regard to technical 

progress, or have colonized other contexts of action that are beyond their own capabilities, 

are ethically unacceptable. This issue becomes more explosive when (some of) the actors 

involved are of the opinion that the regulatory measures associated with containing the 

pandemic are unlawful, inconsistent paternalistic interventions, regulations, or bans. 
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