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Abstract 

Knowledge is a variable of time. Supporting or neglecting this thesis, the history of 

philosophy is characterized by long discussions between empirical and epistemological 

approaches. New phenomena make this opposition even better visible – the shorter the 

reaction time, the greater the risk of errors. And errors can be quite risky for philosophers, 

if they use their popularity and speak on current issues in politics and society.  

Jürgen Habermas and Giorgio Agamben have transported this opposition in the 21st 

century, interpreting the role of philosophy in crisis scenarios very contrary to each other. 

Since his Homo Sacer project, Agamben plays the role of empirical guidance, tending to 

take position instead of waiting for better knowledge on new phenomena. Habermas stands 

for a more prudent acting, reflecting the communicative results in the living environment. 

This contrary approach came into effect in the Euro crisis, the rise of populism or most 

recently in the political strategies against the corona pandemic.  

The paper will take the need for guidance in society and the public sector as a motivation 

to discuss the role of philosophy in crisis scenarios. It is argued, that there is less a need for 

a new philosophical approach as rather a higher presence of philosophy in the public 

discourse. Therefore, the risk and potential of the approach of Habermas and Agamben will 

be compared in significant situations.  
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